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Executive Summary: 
 
Certification Body (CB) 
Canadian Organic Standards (COS) 
Permitted Substances List (PSL) 
Canadian Organic Growers (COG)  
 

In 2009 Canada got National Organic Standards, to prevent misleading labeling, 
to reduce confusion around the term, to access international markets, and to develop a 
domestic market. These standards were created by the organic community, represented 
through the Organic Federation of Canada. Organic means the product was produced 
according to the COS, and the farm has been inspected by a CB.  

 
1. Producers are not reading the COS and PSL! COG created a guide to 

the standards, a Coles notes version to help producers in interpreting 
the standard. There is one for the COS and one for the PSL. 

2. Incomplete organic plans: This is a requirement - you need a farm map, 
lists of your inputs, activities, and outputs. 

3. Poor Record Keeping:  An inspector needs to be able to trace a product 
back, and be able to identify where it came from. Good record keeping 
goes beyond your certification, it is useful for your own planning and 
farm management.  

4. Improper Seed Searches: You have to use certified organic seed as an 
organic operator. If you can’t find organic seed, you can use untreated 
seed but you have to show you tried and failed to find that variety 
through 3 companies. Findorganicseed.ca – great resource through 
COG to help producers find organic seed  

5. Use of Prohibited Substances: Always check with your certifier before 
using a new input! Eco-cert and Pro-cert provide this service. Also 
reference OrganicInputs.ca and OMRI.   

6. Underestimating investments in your soil: Your #1 job should be to 
build and maintain soil health and fertility. 

7. Manure Use: The standard is that any manure being used is produced on 
farm. Since that is not happening, the manure has to be from animals 
not in the dark, not in complete confinement. If using raw manure – 
follow 90 day rule (fruit), or the 120 day rule (root crops). 

8. Failure to control commingling and contamination: The Canada 
Organic Retailing Practices Guide (created by the Canada Organic 
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Trade Association) outlines best practices to prevent contamination 
(Chapter 5 is for direct marketing).  

9. Not being prepared for inspections: 1) Understand, and review relevant 
sections of COS. 2) Have an Organic Plan ready. 3) Review any 
requests from your CB. 4) Gather your paper work.  

10. Connect with your farm community: You can learn from your fellow 
farmers. This also includes organizations like ACORN. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


