
GLOBAL ORGANIC GRAIN MARKET
BY TOM MANLEY, HOMESTEAD ORGANICS

The global organic market continues to grow with 
the improving economy, sustained concerns about 
human and environmental health, consumer 
resistance to GMOs, and a new appreciation for 
the value and culture of food. The Organic Trade 
Association’s (OTA)  2014  Organic  Industry 
Survey pegged the US organic market at $35.1B in 
2013 with a growth rate of 11.4% in the last year. 
 However, organic production in North 
America is not keeping up with the growth in 
demand. In fact, we are observing a reduction in 
organic production in Canada in recent years as 
the normal attrition of organic farmers is not 
being replaced fast enough. Conventional 
commodity prices have been profitable for the last 
few years, thus removing an important financial 
incentive to convert to organic production. 
 Farmers in Asia and Eastern Europe have 
joined the organic market in great numbers, 
which suites their lower wage costs and their 
limited capacity to buy chemical farming inputs. 
They are supplying North America with vast 
quantities of organic feed corn, feed soybeans, 
milling wheat, and feed wheat.  This foreign 
supply does not displace domestic producers as 
we are still emptying all the farm bins in North 
America. The foreign supply takes some pressure 
off the price peaks and keeps the domestic market 
going despite the lack of domestic supply. 

 A s a c o n s e q u e n c e , w e h a v e a 
structural  shortage of organic food  in North 
America and record high prices for organic grains 
in particular. Prices had reached a peak in 2009, 
only to fall swiftly but briefly in the recession of 
2010. The current prices now surpass those peaks. 
While the prices of feed grains eased slightly since 
the 2013 crop, the upward pressure is back again. 

Furthermore, the drop in the Canadian dollar 
places upward pressure on Canadian products 
and increases the cost of imports.  Despite the 
huge imports, there is still upward price pressure 
because the 2013 harvest is India is not as 
plentiful as hoped and the turmoil in Russia and 
Ukraine cuts that region off the global supply 
network. 
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MESSAGE FROM ACORN OFFICE:  
 After receiving feedback from our membership in our Spring 
Member Survey, we were excited to see interest in reviving the former 
Maritime Organic Grains Network (MOGN).  ACORN aspires to bring back 
this network - a network with a goal of connecting grain and field crop 
producers of all scales and harvests to share information, knowledge, and 
contacts, consider collaborative marketing opportunities, and establish a 
peer group for the specifics of grain production in our region.  As an 
example, and to see what was accomplished by the MOGN in the past, 
check out ACORN's online organic resource library where the newsletters 
are archived (in the Grains and Field Crops section) here: acornorganic.org/
resources/library.  This newsletter, featuring articles and information from 
our generous contributors, is being distributed to get the MOGN ball rolling.

 As part of this revival effort, ACORN is planning to organize a one-
day MOGN conference in Winter 2015 on Prince Edward Island.  We are 
convening a committee of advisors, and if you are interested in helping to 
shape this conference, let us know!  Likewise, for the next newsletter (likely 
to be mailed out in January 2015), we are looking for additional contributors.  
If you have some information, research, or even a story to share, please feel 
free to send us a note anytime at admin@acornorganic.org.
 To inspire your participation in the MOGN, I have copied the 
recommendations from the Maritime Organic Field Crop Market Study, 
published in early 2011.  The recommendations still ring true today, and it's 
not too late to engage and start making these things happen in our region!  If 
you are interested in being more actively involved, let us know and ACORN 
will keep you in the loop.

Maritime Organic Field Crops Market Study (2011)
Recommendations Summary: 
In order to increase the capacity of the Maritime 
organic field  crops sector and to meet the 
demands of the various markets, the following 
recommendations are suggested
1)   Stakeholders and associat ions are 
recommended to form an industry-chaired 
committee to  direct the future activities of the 
MOGN.
2)   The mandate and capacity of the MOGN 
should work towards FABQ’s model, a Quebec- 
based organic grain grower group. In addition to 
c re a t i n g a s t ro n g n e t w o r k o f o rg a n i c 
grain  and  pulse producers, the group tracks 
market information twice annually and organizes 
one conference per year with buyers from across 
t h e n a t i o n a l a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

markets. Additionally, the grain grower group of 
t h e F A B Q f u n c t i o n s t o c o o r d i n a t e 
educational opportunities and farm tours.
3)  MOGN and industry partners should organize 
f ie ld tours every second year to vis i t 
grain farmers in other regions (or countries).
4)  MOGN should work with industry partners to 
l e a d w o r k s h o p s o n o p t i m i z i n g g r a i n 
quality through proper management, storage and 
handling.
5)  PEI and other geographic areas where there is 
a concentration of organic grain producers should 
investigate the possibility of developing an 
e q u i p m e n t a n d i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
sharing system, such as Quebec’s CUMA.
6)   A feasibility study should be completed to 
examine the potential creation of a grain/
livestock  co-operative such as Organic Valley’s 

CROPP model or Saskatchewan’s Farmer Direct 
Co- op. 
7)  Regional grain buyers should offer incentives 
for quality and variety preferences, which 
would  offer positive reinforcement and push 
innovation.
8)  In order to entice new entrants to organic grain 
production, a detailed cost of production analysis 
for different crops under organic management (as 
part of a rotational farming  system) should 
be developed, including a profitability analysis in 
relation to production scale  by crop. This 
information should be distributed to conventional 
grain commodity groups.

For the full study, go to:
a c o r n o r g a n i c . o r g / m e d i a / r e s o u r c e s /
MOGNmarketstudy.pdf
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Homestead Organics
  Your partner in organic agriculture

www.homesteadorganics.ca
Berwick, Ontario — 1-877-984-0480 

Call or visit our website for the list of our dealers in the Maritimes, Ontario and Quebec

Serving farmers and consumers in the Maritimes, Ontario, Québec, and New England since !"##

! Organic grain elevator & precision seed cleaner 

! Organic grain marketing: barley, buckwheat, corn, oats, peas, soybeans, wheat 

! Organic feeds & livestock supplements 

! Organic farm supplies, seed, soil amendments, pest controls 

http://www.mmsend58.com/link.cfm?r=533058737&sid=42613109&m=4806747&u=OTA&j=19390083&s=https://www.ota.com/bookstore/14.html
http://www.mmsend58.com/link.cfm?r=533058737&sid=42613109&m=4806747&u=OTA&j=19390083&s=https://www.ota.com/bookstore/14.html
http://www.mmsend58.com/link.cfm?r=533058737&sid=42613109&m=4806747&u=OTA&j=19390083&s=https://www.ota.com/bookstore/14.html
http://www.mmsend58.com/link.cfm?r=533058737&sid=42613109&m=4806747&u=OTA&j=19390083&s=https://www.ota.com/bookstore/14.html
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2013/07/16/americas-organic-food-shortage
http://onpoint.wbur.org/2013/07/16/americas-organic-food-shortage
http://acornorganic.org/media/resources/MOGNmarketstudy.pdf
http://acornorganic.org/media/resources/MOGNmarketstudy.pdf
http://acornorganic.org/media/resources/MOGNmarketstudy.pdf
http://acornorganic.org/media/resources/MOGNmarketstudy.pdf


S M A L L - S C A L E G R A I N 
P R O D U C T I O N I N A L B E R T 
COUNTY BY JANET WALLACE, RESEARCHER

We are conducting variety trials of 
hulless oats, hulless barley and 
quinoa on six market gardens in 
Albert County, New Brunswick. The 
goal is to assess the viability of these 
crops on small-scale farms and to 
identify which varieties perform 
best under different conditions. 
We’re focusing on hulless varieties, 
so that farmers can easily process the 
crops with minimal equipment.
 I would like to encourage 
more growers to integrate grain into 
their crop rotations. The hulless 
cereals improve the soil, break pest 
cycles and control weeds. Hopefully, 
farmers can also get a small cash 
crop of grain and straw. Quinoa 
produces both nutritious greens and 
high-protein seeds. If the quality is 
poor or cleaning seed is too labour-
intensive, the cereals and quinoa can 
be used as livestock feed.
 The ultimate goal will be 
greater food security in the region as 
more farmers grow grain and 
seed. Market gardeners can diversify 
and expand their income stream by 
selling seed, as well as hulless grains 
and quinoa. Local consumers 
(including gardeners) can buy more 
local food and local seed.
 We’re trying to identify 
techniques for growing grain on a 
small scale with limited equipment. 
So far all the seed was broadcast by 
hand (in previous work, I’ve used a 
cyclone seeder but found simply 
broadcasting by hand provided the 
same degree of coverage). To 
replicate the action of a chain or 
spring-toothed harrow, we raked the 
seed after planting. 
 One farmer mentioned he 
sometimes attaches three leaf rakes 
together and drags that over cover 
crop seed. We could incorporate that 
method to plant grain.
 We are comparing varieties 
both within a farm and between 
farms. We hope to identify which 
varieties grow best in our bioregion, 
and perhaps which ones prefer 
c e r t a i n g ro w i n g c o n d i t i o n s . 
 Quinoa is a challenging crop 
to grow in our region so we decided 
to try nine varieties of quinoa – three 
from Salt Spring Seeds (black, multi-
hued and red) and six from Wild 
Garden Seed (Oro de Valle, Mint 
Vanilla, Cherry Vanilla, French 
Vanilla, Brightest Brilliant Rainbow 
and Red Head).
 W i t h c e r e a l s , w e a r e 
comparing AC Gehl and Shadow 
hulless oats. For hulless barley, we’re 
evaluating McGuire, Azimuth, 
Bastile and 6-row purple barley from 
Salt Spring Seeds. We’re also 
comparing oats to barley. If a market 
grower wants to grow just one 
cereal, we want to identify which 
one fits best in a market garden 
rotation.

 The late spring and cold 
weather has hampered our project 
by delaying planting dates and 
l e a d i n g t o e x c e s s i v e s l u g 
populations (slugs love quinoa). 
Nonetheless, we hope we will have 
crops ready to harvest in the fall.   
 The project is funded by the 
Atlantic Canadian Organic Regional 
Network (ACORN) and The Bauta 
Family Initiative on Canadian Seed 
Security. 

THE POTENTIAL FOR MALT 
BARLEY IN THE MARITIMES
BY AARON MILLS, AGRICULTURE & AGRI-FOOD 

CANADA
 Following the boom in the 
craft brewing industry in North 
America, is the emergence of a craft 
malting sector.  The American Malt 
Barley Association (AMBA) now has 
½ a dozen craft maltsters as 
members in an organization whose 
maltsters previously consisted only 
of Briess, Cargill and Great Western 
Malting. With an increase in the 
demand for locally crafted beers, 
there is also an increase in the 
demand for beers made only from 
local ingredients.
 T h e M a r i t i m e b re w i n g 
community is interested in the 
development of the regional craft 
malt sector in order to produce 100% 
local beer. Although regional market 
studies have suggested that it is not 
possible to produce industrial 
quality malt in the Maritimes, these 
studies have neglected to focus on 
the specific needs of craft brewers 
relative to industrial breweries.
 Big breweries tend to use 
ingredients other than barley to 
produce beer. These ingredients 
(called “adjuncts”) include mainly 
corn and rice (or syrup). Barley used 
for the industrial brewing sector 
requires high levels of enzymes to 
convert starches to sugars. This is 
not the case in a craft brewing 
systems where beers are produced 
from only barley and wheat and 
lower levels of enzymes are required 
for full conversion. At the craft level, 
there is also tolerance for variability 
in other parameters that would not 
be acceptable for an industrial 
brewer, including color variation, 
lower protein, and lower free amino 
nitrogen (FAN).  

Challenges to Maritime malt 
production
Moisture and disease:
High moisture and disease are the 
biggest problems facing malt barley 
producers on the East Coast, 
particularly organic producers. 
Deoxynivalinol (DON) levels caused 
by Fusarium graminearum are 
associated with the production of 
hydrophobins in the malt. When 
beer is brewed with malt containing 
these molecules, beers tend to 
“gush” when bottled.  This happens 
when an opened bottle of beer foams 
until there is nothing but a ¼ cup of 
beer left in the hand of a very 
d i s a p p o i n t e d b e e r d r i n k e r.  
However it is possible to keg beer 
brewed with barley containing DON 
levels up to 2 ppm with no adverse 
effects. 

Lack of malting facilities
The closest craft malt house is 
located in Cabano, Quebec with the 

capacity to process small batches of 
1-2 metric tonnes. There is a 
p o t e n t i a l o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
micromalting facilities in the 
Maritimes, especially if there is an 
established value chain which 
includes a brewery. It would be 
essential to have an agreement in 
place with a brewery to purchase the 
locally produced malt, if brewing 
quality parameters can be met.   

Opportunities for Maritime malt 
production: Large number of 
breweries per capita!
The largest organic brewery on the 
East Coast is Big Spruce in Cape 
Breton. They are interested in 
sourcing local organic malt, as are 
other breweries which produce one-
o ff o rg a n i c b re w s i n c l u d i n g 
Picaroons in New Brunswick.  
Because of increasing demand for 
both organic and local products, 
breweries are interested in using 
locally grown malt to achieve 
“terroir” flavors in beer, and to save 
on shipping costs.  This presents an 
opportunity for small or medium 
sized grain growers who are 
interested in producing a higher 
value, high quality specialty 
product.  

Local availability of malt analysis 
facilities
The New Brunswick Community 
College in Grand Falls is in the 
process of establishing a full range 
malt analysis lab.  This facility is 
becoming fully equipped with 
modern testing equipment and 
expertise, and is the only facility of 
its kind in North America.  They 
will be capable of performing 
analysis of both pre-malt and malt 
quality analyses on barley samples.   

Previous and ongoing work  
In 2012-13 there were two CAAP 
funded projects working on malting 
barley development.  One project 
led by the Atlantic Grains Council 
f o c u s s e d o n a g r o n o m i c 
management and malting quality of 
seven barley varieties. There were 
five recognized malting varieties 
(Cerveza, Major, Metcalfe, Norman 
and Newdale) and one local check 
(Island) included in the trial. The 
report showed that there is a 
potent ia l for mal t ing bar ley 
production in the Maritimes given 
appropr ia te market demand, 
suitable in-crop management, and 
availability of malt processing.  
 The other CAAP funded malt 
barley project was conducted by The 
PEI Brewing Company and Richard 
Ablett for the ADAPT Council in 
PEI.  The project focussed on value 
chain development with a focus on a 
commercial scale malting. The report 
provided an excellent outline of all 
aspects associated with “seed-to-
suds” production including some 
important background on the 
current state of the industry, existing 
micromaltsters in North America, 
and an inventory of the brewing 
capacity in the region. 
 A n o t h e r p r o j e c t a t 
Harrington is funded under the 
National Barley Cluster as part of 
Growing Forward 2, is evaluating 
v a r i e t y x e n v i r o n m e n t x 
management effects on malting 
barley quality in the Northeast.  The 
project will be running from 2014-17 
and consists of five sites – Ithaca, 

PEI, Quebec, and two in Ontario.  
Preliminary results from the PEI site 
show that it is definitely possible to 
produce good quality malt suitable 
for craft brewing.  In a nutshell, the 
preliminary results show that higher 
levels of nitrogen application 
increase yield, however malt quality 
diminishes as fertility rates increase.  
Nitrogen levels appear to have the 
greatest effect on malting quality 
overall. Once data from the other 
locations is analyzed, we will have a 
pretty good idea how malting 
quality is affected by management 
on the East Coast.   
 This year, three malting 
v a r i e t i e s a r e b e i n g g r o w n 
o r g a n i c a l l y a t H a r r i n g t o n .   
Information regarding yield and 
malt quality will be available this 
fall. There are also collaborations 
emerging with barley breeders in 
Western Canada and the UK to bring 
in malt barley varieties which have 
shown potential for low-input 
organic systems.

ACORN CONFERENCE 
The full conference program will be 
announced soon!  We are excited 
that author Jack Lazor (see article 
included in ACORN’s quarterly 
newsletter) will be in attendance, 
offering advice from his 35+ years of 
organic farming in Vermont, where 
he runs an organic dairy operation, 
complete with various livestock and 
over 400 acres of mixed grains, 
forages and hay.  Author of The 
Organic Grain Grower, Lazor is 
excited to connect with other 
Atlantic organic grain producers.

www.acornconference.org
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ACORN Board of 
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Sally Bernard — President
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Shannon Jones— Secretary
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Mailing Address
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Sackville, NB
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131 B Main Street, 2nd 
floor
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I ’ v e b e e n 
growing grains 
for close to forty 
years.  It all 
started back in 

1977 when we were homesteaders on our 
recently purchased farm in northern Vermont.  
Growing wheat for our own bread was first 
and foremost on our list of priorities.  Money 
was tight.  We drove ten miles into the Eastern 
Townships of Québec and bought an old grain 
binder and threshing machine for $250.  We 
spent the remainder of the summer getting the 
equipment ready to harvest our six acres of 
Neepawa wheat.   In August, we reaped,  
stooked and threshed our first crop.  We had 
been told by several old timers that grain 
harvested the old fashioned way was far 
superior in color and quality to modern fare.   
The old guys were right!  We felt so incredibly 
rich and successful when the golden grain 
glowed as it poured off the thresher into burlap 
bags.  
 A little bit of beginner’s luck is just what 
every new farmer needs.  We kept the binder 
and the thresher for another six years, 
eventually tripling our acreage and expanding 
into other grains like oats and barley.  I had 
many mentors during these early years.  One 
was an eighty year old fellow named Clarence 
Huff from Compton, Québec who grew and 
processed seed oats.  Clarence ended up selling 
me his 1958 Oliver 25 self propelled combine 
for a very reasonable price.  Thankfully, he 
came along with the machine to help with the 
harvest for the first few years.  It was such a joy 
to watch this old timer operate his combine on 
my farm.  The machine was old and 
temperamental.   I learned how to repair chains 
and belts and how to unplug the feeder house 
when it jammed with green material.  I did 
have my share of troubles like when the block 
froze and ruined the motor.   In retrospect, it 
was a great experience learning the ins and 
outs of farm machinery repair.
 Most farms do not remain static and we 
were no exception.  Gradually, we turned from 
back to the land homesteaders into commercial 
farmers.  Our acreage grew along with a 
diversity of crops.  We started growing corn 
and soybeans in 1990 followed by dry beans 
and sunflowers a few years later.  Our dairy 
herd grew from a couple of family cows into a 
herd of twenty-five.  We bought a small newer 
John Deere combine from a neighboring farmer 
in 1992.  This more modern machine was a real 
dream come true compared to the old Oliver 
which had begun to break constantly.  Plugging 
was virtually eliminated with the newer 
machine.  Our grain acreage had climbed to 
between forty and fifty acres by this time.  We 
picked ear corn with a New Idea picker and 
stored it in a long narrow wire crib just like 
over the border in Québec.   We also found that 
Canadian soybean varieties like Maple Arrow 
and Maple Presto thrived in our climate.  
 By 1994, we had expanded to well over 
100 acres of grain crops.  We began renting and 
eventually bought some river bottom land in 
the valley below us.  I couldn’t believe how 
much better corn and soybeans grew at lower 
elevations.  We bought a three row corn head 
for the John Deere 3300 and a $150 batch grain 
dryer.  Shifting from cribbed ear corn to dried 
shell corn was a revelation in convenience and 
labor saving.  We were now totally self 
sufficient in grain production for our dairy 
cows, chickens and pigs and it felt so good.  

 

Once again progress got the better of us. The 
small John Deere combine which once felt so 
big and special was now too small for our 150 
to 200 acres of grains.  So in 1998, I bought a 
much larger and more modern John Deere 6620 
combine sight unseen from Ohio.  I still have 
this machine today and it is used to harvest 
everything from cereals and sunflowers to 
corn, soybeans and flax.  Looking back, it has 
been a rewarding 37 years.  I have met most of 
my goals.  We now produce seed for every crop 
we grow including OP corn and soybeans.  We 
have become millers of whole wheat flour from 
our wheat and have developed a thriving 
human consumption market for our grains.   
We have been able to press our own oil from 
flax and sunflowers.  Acreage has increased 
every year.  I’ve been able to write a book 
about my experiences growing organic grains 
which I hope will help others out there who are 
travelling down the same road.  All in all, it has 
been a wonderful ride.
 As I look back on it all, I have some 
reservations about my grain farming career 
and how it relates to improving the Earth.   
Our home farm sits high on a mountain 
plateau.  Since our soils are glacial and full of 
rocks, we have devoted all of the land that 
surrounds our barn and home to pasture and 
hay production.  We have developed a fertility 
program based on compost (made with our 
o w n s t r a w a n d c o w m a n u r e ) a n d 
mineralization.  Although many of these fields 
have not been plowed and seeded for nearly 
twenty-five years, they remain fertile and 
productive.    Legumes like clover and alfalfa 
abound along with a diversity of forage grass 
species.  The end product of this beautiful 
grassland is nutrient dense high energy forage 
for our herd of Jersey cows.  The high fat and 
energy levels in our hay and pasture allow us 
to nurture our cows with very little grain.  
Humus and organic matter levels on our farm 
are off the chart—between five and eight per 
cent.  
 We have developed a whole farm 
organism.  Our purpose is to take as much 
carbon dioxide out of the sky and lock it up in 
the soil profile as organic matter.  Cows, hay 
and grain are all integral parts of this picture.  
The difference in soil quality between the home 
farm and our distant grain fields is like day 
and night.  Although we try to incorporate 
cover crops into our grain rotation, I have 
found it exceedingly difficult to achieve the 
same levels of inherent fertility in my grain 
fields as I have on the home farm.  I’ve done a 
much better job at home with cows and grass 
than I have down in the valley with an 
occasional plow down and imported chicken 
manure.  I’ve got some problem weeds and 
numerous other challenges.  Health and well 
being abounds on the home farm and is more 
marginal down in the valley.
 After nearly forty years as a grain 
farmer, I have come to the conclusion that I 
need more hay and forages in my rotation.  The 
Earth needs the permanent roots that come 
along with grass and clover.    I have become a 
very enthusiastic proponent of forages and 
livestock in rotation with grain crops.  Grass is 
the great healer of the Earth and it just so 
happens to be great for cows as well.  Grain has 
its place as a concentrated source of energy and 
as a bedding source (straw) for one’s livestock.  
There is something incredibly magical about 
watching golden grain pour from the 
unloading auger of a combine, but it is high 

quality forage that will go the extra mile to 
support and improve your farm and the earth 
that you steward.   

SPEERVILLE FLOUR MILL - UPDATE
BY RICHARD WETMORE, SPEEERVILLE FLOUR MILL

Once again weather is our first topic of concern. 
We have just gone through one of the coldest 
and snowiest winters in our brief history. I’m 
writing this document at the end of April, 2014 
and we still have ice in the small coves of the 
river. My garlic just broke through the mulch 
which puts it one month behind last year. We 
also had a flood on the Saint John River in the 
Woodstock area this year so it’s not hard to 
imagine what is going through the minds of the 
local growers. 
 Our mill has gone through a very 
tumultuous year. We lost the Sobey’s contract at 
the end of March, 2013 and we lost our 
Marketing/Sales person in July. Needless to say 
we had to make some adjustments. Once again 
our loyal and supportive customers have been 
our saving grace. With all this now one year in 
the past, we are back up to 11 full-time 
employees and one part-time. Our lost revenue 
is returning through the smaller retail 
operations, farm market stalls and our growing 
number of food groups. This is totally consistent 
with our guiding principles and has allowed us 
to continue our operation without missing a 
beat. 
 We have made no changes to our 
buildings or milling process. The one item 
worthy of note is the fact that we now ship our 
organic unbleached white flour to a customer in 
Montreal. This made history in that it is the first 
time we have milled into a 1 T tote bag and 
shipped material to Quebec. Another interesting 
issue is the fact that we are the only operation 
east of the Québec/Ontario border that has any 
Spelt. We try our best to pay our supporting 
farmers enough for their grain such that they 
can realize a profit. Apparently other areas do 
not follow this strategy, hence the shortage. We 
believe a true, values based value-chain, must 
offer a win/win situation from one end to the 
other. 
 Our 2014 grain planting chart is falling 
into place and it looks like the total for organic 
grain will be around 700 acres. We now offer 
Acadia wheat as our fourth heritage grain and 
this has proved very popular. It represents an 
excellent relationship between Barnyard 
Organics, on PEI and Speerville Flour Mill. This 
personal contact we have with our customer 
base and our supporting farmers is the corner 
stone of our business. We have all the hope and 
promise we can muster for a successful growing 
and harvest season. 

PRAISE FOR JACK LAZOR’S THE ORGANIC GRAIN 
GROWER

Jack Lazor did not wait 
for a new movement to 
inspire him. Jack inspired 
the movement. Jack began 
reclaiming the small 
farm's grain heritage 
right from the start of his 
farm many years ago. 
That is why this book is 
such a delight. These are 
the words of someone who 
has talked to all the old-timers and done it all 
himself. It is like acquiring hundreds of years of 
knowledge in one book. And he presents 
everything in an appealing, story-telling manner 
that will have you sitting up late reading page 
after page.
—Eliot Coleman, author of The Winter 
Harvest Handbook
 See more at: www.chelseagreen.com
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A REALISTIC VIEW OF CASH GRAIN PRODUCTION ON THE ORGANIC FARM 
JACK LAZOR, BUTTERWORKS FARM, VT

http://www.chelseagreen.com/bookstore/item/the_organic_grain_grower:hardcover,%20plc/praise/#sthash.Js5crISn.dpuf
http://www.chelseagreen.com/bookstore/item/the_organic_grain_grower:hardcover,%20plc/praise/#sthash.Js5crISn.dpuf


STAY INVOLVED! 
If you are interested in continuing to receive updates from ACORN and the MOGN, be sure to give your consent with the 
next email mail-out! Otherwise, based on new Canadian Anti-Spam Legislation we’ll have to remove you from our list 
and you won’t receive these and other helpful updates.  Contact us if you need to make changes to your information,  or if 
you want to participate!

FIELD CROP SEED SUPPLY LIST
When it was first released in early 2009, 
ACORN’s Seed Supply Direc tory was 
popular. Since then, many seed supply lists have 
been published, but we want to create one that 
services Atlantic Canadian farmers specifically. 
As a result, we are republishing our list, and 
have begun working to update it as much as 
possible, but we are seeking YOUR HELP! 
Where do you buy your organic/non-GMO field 

crop seed? We will soon be posting our list 
online  and we will continue to add companies 
and suppliers with your help, and we will try to 
keep this list updated on a regular basis.  
Email  acornoffice@acornorganic.org to suggest 
additions or to make editions to the Maritime 
Organic Field Crop Seed list, which you can find 
online in ACORN’s Organic Resource Library by 
searching, “Field Crop Seed”. Thanks in advance 
for your contributions!
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THURSDAY JULY 31, 2014 
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

PARTICIPATORY PLANT BREEDING
FOR ORGANIC CROP PRODUCTION

Participatory plant breeding is an important model for organic agricultural research. Pairing 
farmers and researchers on farm settings, this work is supporting the development and testing 
of brand new, grown-in-Canada varieties of wheat and oat. 

The workshop will include a tour - led by Mark Bernard - of the plant breeding site, as well as a 
joint presentation with Martin Entz about the research design and methods, the varieties being 
bred, and the selection process. Dr. Entz will also speak to how this work is contributing to a 
larger body of research being created by dozens of farmer researchers across Canada.

$15 or $25 for ACORN non-members. This will be a rain or shine event. 
Please RSVP to Stephanie Hughes at seed@acornorganic.org or 1-866-322-2676.

For over 30 years, Dr. Martin Entz has been 
contributing valuable research to improve organic 
farming systems.   Dr. Entz is a highly regarded 
researcher at the University of Manitoba who 
actively studies organic cropping systems, including 
crop rotational benefits, green manure termination 
methods and timing, intercropping and long term 
organic versus conventional production systems. He 
is the founder of Natural Systems Agriculture at the 
University of Manitoba.

A WORKSHOP 

with 

MARK BERNARD 

&

DR. MARTIN ENTZ

___

BARNYARD 
ORGANICS

 
FREETOWN PEI

P A R T I C I P A T O R Y P L A N T 
BREEDING STEPH HUGHES, REGIONAL SEED 

COORDINATOR

ACORN is proud to be a partner in 
a national  Participatory Plant 
B re e d i n g  ( P P B )  p ro j e c t f o r 
Canadian staple crops. The project 
is a collaboration between the 
University of Manitoba, and The 
B a u t a F a m i l y I n i t i a t i v e o n 
Canadian Seed Security, with 
ACORN supporting the on-the-
g r o u n d w o r k i n A t l a n t i c 
Canada.  The project involves 44 
farmers across Canada,  growing a 
total of 74 wheat populations, 68 
oat populations and 9 potato 
populations.   There are two farms 
participating in Atlantic Canada, 
working with wheat and oats - 
Ferme Agricole Girouard in NB, 
and Barnyard Organics in PEI.  
 PPB is an important model 
of organic agricultural research. It 
pairs farmers and plant breeders in 
farm settings to develop, test, and 
record data on brand new, made-
i n - C a n a d a v a r i e t i e s o f 
crops.  Unlike some traditional 
research models, PPB supports 
farmers in taking a primary role in 
the research to develop the 
varieties that best suit their needs, 
leading breeding and selection 
activities on farm. According to 
Anne Kirk, at University of 
Manitoba: "One of the great things 
about on-farm plant breeding is 
that the populations are grown in 
diverse environments and each 
farmer is using different selection 
criteria to make their selections, 
resulting in populations specifically 
suited for (their) environments."
 While many participating 
farmers have been involved several 
years already, this is the first for 
Atlantic Canada's participants. 
With seed sown in the last days of 
May, after a wet spring, we are 
looking forward to seeing how the 
work unfolds over this first season. 
 We're happy to provide an 
opportunity for the community to 
see this work in action. ACORN's 
upcoming workshop "Participatory 
Plant Breeding for Organic Crop 
Production"   will include a visit to 
the research site at Barnyard 
Organics, as well as a presentation 
about the research design and 
methods, the varieties being bred, 
and the selection process. Dr. 
Martin Entz of the University of 
Manitoba will join us to speak to 
how this work is creating a body of 
innovative research across Canada. 
The workshop will be held on July 
31st, 2014 (from 1 - 4pm) at 
Barnyard Organics.  The workshop 
is $15 or $25 for ACORN non-
members. We hope you'll join us! 
To RSVP, contact Steph Hughes 
at seed@acornorganic.org.
 For more info on this 
project, please visit seedsecurity.ca
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